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The Hot Karl Turns Six!
CHICAGO THEATER’s GUILTY PLEASURE PLANS
SIXTH ANNIVERSARY FUNDRAISER TO PLAY NYC.
HOT KARL’s 6th
On July 16th, The Hot Karl will host an evening of comedy to celebrate their sixth anniversary and to raise money for their trip to NYC’s Del Close Marathon later that week.  The show begins at Midnight, and features two acts of improvised comedy with musical accompaniment provided by Steph McCullough – a veteran musical director with both ComedySportz and The Second City.  The troupe promises special guests which may include Hot Karl alumni, Chicago notables, and Weaselicious, an “anti-comedy” troupe that has performed on a double-bill with The Hot Karl on several occasions.  Tickets cost $10 and can be purchased at www.comedysportzchicago.com or by calling 773-549-8080.  The program will also include other opportunities to assist The Hot Karl with their trip.

WHO ARE THE HOT KARL?
With a name that offends you the more you know about it, The Hot Karl has spent the last six years entertaining audiences, inspiring delinquents, and enraging “good” people everywhere.  And yet, they still manage to get reviews like Jack Helbig’s in The Chicago Reader which read, “. . . despite the assertions that all they’re doing is creating the vilest improv they can think of, they summon up the kind of witty scenes other improv troupes would kill for.  Certainly that intelligence explains why, after three years, The Hot Karl still packs’em in every Saturday at midnight.”

Although close to 100 comedians have performed in The Hot Karl over the last six years of its residency at The ComedySportz Theatre, the current members are Matt Chapman, Tim Chidester, Katherine Gotsick, Eric Lindberg, Erica Noschang, Randy Smock, and Zach Thompson.  These performers are also all members of The ComedySportz Ensemble, which includes over 50 of Chicago’s professional comedians, all of whom regularly perform the show, ComedySportz.

-- MORE --

THE DEL CLOSE MARATHON

The fundraiser element of their Sixth Anniversary show is to allow the Hot Karl to perform at this year’s Del Close Marathon.  For seven years, the Upright Citizen’s Brigade Theater in New York City has commemorated the life of Chicago improv legend Del Close with a festival of the brand of improv comedy he is credited with creating.

As stated on their website:  “Del Close was the driving force behind improvisational comedy in Chicago for over 30 years influencing Bill Murray, Tina Fey, Mike Myers, John Belushi, Chris Farley and the Upright Citizens Brigade to name a few. After Del's passing in 1999, the UCB started the Del Close Marathon to celebrate their mentor and keep alive his name and teachings for future generations.
“From 4pm, Friday [July 22nd] til midnight on Sunday night [July 24th], there will be long form improvisation on the UCB stage. When one show ends, the next will begin (usually every 30 minutes). It's a nonstop cavalcade of the best improv from NYC and around the country, mixed in with some of the strangest late night improv shows you may ever see.”
HOW DID THE HOT KARL begin?

When asked, creator Tim Chidester related this story:  “There have been several high points for me but there is one time in particular when the original five Hot Karl members were playing just around the time of our one year anniversary. It was me, Frank Caeti, Bill Arnett, Trevor Parker and Matt Kaye. I had started with about 14 people from the [ComedySportz] ensemble and it had been whittled down to the five of us.  We had been playing every Saturday at the old space [3209 N. Halsted St., now the Playground Theatre], sometimes to 10 people, sometimes to 100 people. But the five of us just kept coming back week after week. We wanted this thing to succeed so badly. We believed in it so much. No one was paying us. We were just doing it because we loved pushing boundaries and buttons.”
-- MORE -- 

the comedysportz theatre

The Hot Karl performs every Saturday at Midnight at The ComedySportz Theatre.  Fridays at Midnight, audience members get the chance to perform improv games with The Improv Open Mike.  
ComedySportz, the title offering of The ComedySportz Theatre, is performed Thursdays at 8pm and Fridays and Saturdays at 8:00pm and 10:30pm.  ComedySportz is the interactive improv experience that features two teams of professional comedians competing for audience applause.  Audience members root for their favorite team in an all-ages friendly, fun environment.

On Saturdays at 2pm, The ComedySportz Theatre offers a family matinee of ComedySportz called comedysportz4kidz where children 2-12 get to be the stars of the show.  This highly interactive version of ComedySportz is also available for birthday parties and elementary school events.

The ComedySportz Theatre is located at 2851 North Halsted, Chicago, IL.  Tickets and show information can be obtained by calling ComedySportz at (773) 549-8080.  More information on all shows and other programs at The ComedySportz Theatre is available by accessing www.comedysportzchicago.com. 
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