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Giving Back Through Laughter
ComedySportz DONATES FREE SHOW TO campers at Gilda’s Club 

Chicago (IL) – July 7, 2006 – The ComedySportz Theatre is donating a free show to Gilda’s Club Chicago as they host Camp One Step at a Time, a not-for-profit charitable corporation dedicated to helping children afflicted with cancer and leukemia lead a normal life.  Being an entertainment company that prides itself in enriching lives through laughter, ComedySportz of Chicago continues its tradition of giving back to the community by performing for the campers on July 10, 2006 at Gilda’s Club Chicago. 

Director of Creative Sales and ComedySportz ensemble member, Steph DeWaegeneer explains, “ComedySportz donates four shows a year where the players perform for free.  For the past six years, we’ve both performed at and raised money for Gilda’s Club Chicago.  We’re excited to play for the kids and make them laugh.”

“We’ve had a long standing relationship with Camp One Step at a Time, and every year, their excursion group comes down from Lake Geneva, and enjoys a day in Chicago.  They participate in activities ranging from arts and crafts to going to Navy Pier.  The kids always have a great time, and I know they really look forward to the ComedySportz show,” comments Laura Jane Hyde, the Executive Director of Gilda’s Club Chicago.

ComedySportz Managing Director, Greg Werstler is enthusiastic about the show.  “Making a contribution like this is an integral part of ComedySportz’s goal to nurture the human spirit through improv.  To be able to give the children of Camp One Step at a Time a day of fun and laughter is a great thing,” says Werstler.  “We’re proud to continue our relationship with Gilda’s Club and Camp One Step at a Time.” 
MORE

STEPH DEWAEGENEER AND COMEDYSPORTZ

Steph DeWaegeneer is the Director of Creative Sales for ComedySportz as well as an ensemble member.  Having been a performer since 1988, she is an original ensemble member of Whose Chorus Line Is It Anyway? and directed productions of: A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Wild Pecos Bill, Beneath the Music, and How to Eat Fried Worms.  DeWaegeneer is also the Co-Producer of Red Shoes; the production company behind Velvet Tom’s Red Shoe Diaries.

ComedySportz is an audience-interactive comedy competition between two teams of professional improvisers who perform a series of scenes and songs based on suggestions from the audience.  Shows offer a unique blend of fast, funny and smart improvisational comedy that is appropriate for all ages.

GILDA’S CLUB CHICAGO
Having opened its signature red door in 1998, Gilda’s Club Chicago is a community that offers free social, emotional, and informational support for men, women, and children whose lives have been touched by cancer.  They offer lectures, workshops, networking groups, and social events.  Gilda’s Club Chicago is one of 20 clubs nationally, and was established by Gilda Radner, an original cast member of Saturday Night Live who was diagnosed with ovarian cancer.

CAMP ONE STEP AT A TIME
Founded in 1978 by pediatric oncologist Edward S. Baum to assist those whose lives have been affected by childhood cancer or leukemia, Camp One Step at a Time aims to provide a positive, safe and fun camping experience for children.  It also offers educational, social, and physical development services to children and their families regardless of their ability to pay.

Note to Press: 
Steph DeWaegeneer at ComedySportz is available for comment at (773) 549-8080 ex. 227.

Laura Jane Hyde at Gilda’s Club Chicago is available for comment at (312) 464-9900

Greg Werstler at ComedySportz is available for comment at (773) 549-8080 ex. 226.

For more information, please contact David Montgomery at ComedySportz (773) 549-8080 ex. 231.
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