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A Farewell to 2851
InFluential theater companies St.Nicholas, The Goodman, Steppenwolf, Touchstone Theatre/Oraganic and Comedysportz join together to say goodbye to a theater landmark
Chicago (IL) – March 9, 2006 – In May of 2006, the theatre at 2851 N. Halsted, Chicago will meet the wrecking ball to make way for condominium development. ComedySportz, current tenants at 2851, announced today that they are teaming with 4 other theatres that occupied this space to host a farewell event on April 9, 2006. The program starts with a champagne brunch and will include performances and staged readings of famous plays done in the building over the past 30 years. Richard Christiansen will moderate a panel discussion on the building and its history. Also, guided tours will be provided throughout the afternoon.  A limited number of tickets will be released to the public.
 “Since the 1970’s, 2851 North Halsted has been the home to many of Chicago’s influential theater companies,” says ComedySportz Artistic Director Joe Janes.  “Great plays like American Buffalo, Love! Valor! Compassion!, Burn This, and Fool For Love all had successful runs here. Some of the world’s most talented and honored actors have also called 2851 home including Joan Allen, Laurie Metcalf, John Malkovich, Gary Cole, William H. Macy and Mike Nussbaum.”
“We felt that it was important to not let this theater go quietly into the night” says ComedySportz Managing Director Greg Werstler.  “We are very excited to give the actors, directors, and staff of these legendary theater companies a chance to come back to the place where it all started and reminisce.” 
“Steppenwolf occupied the space at 2851 North Halsted from 1982 to 1990,” says Steppenwolf Theatre Company Artistic Director Martha Lavey. “It was an enormously rich and exciting time in the company's history.  We cherish the memory of that place and that time and look forward to celebrating with our friends.”    
MORE
Performances By:
· St. Nicholas/The Goodman – Danny Goldring and Bethany Caputo performing “Reunion” by David Mamet originally premiering on January 9, 1976.
· Steppenwolf – Jeff Perry performing “The Caretaker” by Harold Pinter originally premiering on Sept 1, 1985.
· Touchstone Theatre/Organic – Roz Alexander performing a stage reading of Collected Stories by Donald Margulies originally produced on March 22, 1999.
· ComedySportz – Members of the CSz ensemble performing the improv game Blind Line using lines from plays produced at 2851 N Halsted.
A Farewell to 2851
April 9, 2006 1pm – 4pm 

ComedySportz Theatre

2851 N Halsted

Chicago, IL 60657
773-549-8080

Tickets: $25.00
ComedySportz
ComedySportz will move into a temporary space on the second floor of Fizz Bar & Grill 3220 N. Lincoln Ave. Performances begin at Fizz on Thursday, May 4, 2006. For tickets call 773-549-8080.
ComedySportz is an audience-interactive comedy competition between two teams of professional comedians who perform a series of scenes and songs based on suggestions from the audience. Shows offer a unique blend of fast, funny and smart improvisational comedy that is appropriate for all ages.

Note to Press: 

Joe Janes at ComedySportz is available for comment at (773) 549-8080 ex. 225.

Greg Werstler at ComedySportz is available for comment at (773) 549-8080 ex. 226.

For an exterior photo of the 2851 building, please contact David Montgomery at ComedySportz (773) 549-8080 ex. 231.
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